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HE late Revolutions in 
the United Nether- 
lands brought into my 


memory the Republick of Achaia ; 
this being the Original from 
whence the Dutch framed their 
Common-wealth, "Upon this ac- 
connt I retain in the Trandlation 
theſe terms of State-holder, and 
States-Creneral, &c. T he ſubject 
was thought heretofore ſo confide- - 
rable as. ta employ the. Pens. of 
Polybius and Jac, (othofredus : 
and I believe the Reader may find 

A 2 as 


as much of delight and benefit #7 
the pernſal of the enſuing Trea- 
tiſe, as of moſt Pamphlets which 
are obtruded ou the world each 
Term. 
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ACHAIA. 


QC HE Perinſu!z ot Pelopoynefius ( now cal- 
ied Morea) was at firſt ruled by certain 
Kmgs, until the Sons of Og yeus Carmmc to 
the Government 3 they happening to 
praCtiſe ſuch a tyranny as rendered them 
1nſupportable to their Subjects, ſeveral of 
the Cities determined to free themlelves, and aflociate 
into one Republick : thus twelve of them united into one 
Democracy. This Union continued until the times of Philip 
of Macedon, and his Son Alexander : then the puiſſance of 
Macedonia growing great and terrible, this Vxion began 
to diſſolve, the Macedonians by ſundry artifices ſowing di- 
vifioas betwixt the Cities > whereupon ſome of them ſub+ 
mitted to the prevailing Macedonians , Others fell under 
the dominion of ſundry Tyrants. But they were ſoon 
ſenſible of the miſeries which ther diſſtyſions had brought 
upon them, and the departure of Pyrrbus into Faly having 


given them an opportunity to revolz, they c3eced the oy . 
veral. 


veral Tyrants, and rc-eſtabliſhed their Liberty, and Tex 
of them formed ſuch a Repablick,, with ſo great Unanimity 
and Friendſhip, that nothing could (cem more firm, or bet- 
ter regrlazed. Though their Cities were ſeparate, yet they 
had but oxe Government, and cach did heartily contribute to 
the ſupport of the reſt, They were renowned for their 
Great Juſtice and Moderation > ſeveral Commonwealths 
borrowed from them the Model of their Government + and. 
upon cmergent Controverlics, their Neighbours would re- 
init the decilion thercof unto the Acheans : not by!reafon 
_ of their Great Power, (tor they were hardly conlifderable 
thereupon amonglt the Greeks) but tor their lingular Fu- 
ice and Probity, the which procured them an univerſal 
Reverence, and made others delirous to contract Amity 
with a Pcople famed for all thoſe Vertues which beget 
Fiteem, but not Terrowr, in their Neighbours. There was 
a pert. & Equality betwixt all the United Cities 3 all werc 
cqually capable of Honours and Employments 1n the State : 
They ought not to enlarge zheir Territories, by the opprel- 
\ tion of their Neighbours : The Aids they gave at atly time, 
Wcre ##-intereſſed, and all the Advantages hegare 
thence, was, to have rclieved the Diftreſſed, and tothave re- 
tiored the Gexeral Peace. Theſe Maxims made leveral up- 
on ſundry occations to ſeek Ther Friendſhip, as the Kings 
of Macedon, Pergamus, Egypt, and $yria 3 and at length the 
Romans Courted them intoa Confederacy, which proved 11 
the flue deſtructive to their Reprblick. 
The Prazcipal Authority at tirft was faxed 11 Two Cap- 
rains and a'Secrctary of State Bur after ſome time, they 
thought it more expedient for the Adminiſtration of At- 
fairs, tharthe Executive Power ſhould be lodged in one 
State-bolder or General, whom they termed Strategy, who 
was cholen indifferently from vut of any of Mey! Xc= 
cording to his Extraordinary Worth, and his Goverpment 
continucd but one year, unleſs it were anew confirmed un- 
to him. They held a General Aſsembly of the Seater twice » 
each ycar, 4n the Spring and Antemn, at a certain place m 
the 
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themiddle of their Territories called Zpium, the molt 
populous and rich of all the Confederate Cities : The States 
aſſembled in a certain Grove dedicated to Jupiter 3 all mat- 
ters appertaining to War and Peace, all Laws and Alli- 
ances were diſpatched there z the State-holder, with Ter: 
Adſeftors (called Deminrgi.) preltding therein. 

Amongſt their Laws, thcſc, not to name others, were 
eſteemed to be very prudential. That no Aſſembly ſhould 
continue above three days, but the States Heng come to their 
final Reſolution within that time: Whercby all long Debates 
and Quarrels were prevented, and all opportunities cut off 
whereby their Counſels might be retarded, or Factions jn- 
troduced. Another was, That no Foreign Embaſſador conld 
have Andiencein the States, without communicating his Meſ- 
ſage firſt, to the end that the States might know wherefore they 
were aſſembled. Whereby they lecurcd themſelves againſi 
all ſach Projects as might tend to the overthrow of the 
State, and had time to weigh things maturely and diſ-paſ- 
ſronately before the Seffion. Alfo, That none of the United 


Cinies hold ſend abroad any Public Bernice but with®the 
participation of the reſt, They did think it fundamental 


to their preſervation, that all things ſhould be managed by - 
Foynt Conſent, and no ruom be lett for ſeparate Connſels : 


That all the Cities ſhould have the ſame Alliauces, and move 
by the ſame Maxims. So tender were they of this Law, 
that they expreſly provided for it in their Treaties with 
the Romans; cautioning that the Romans ſhould not make 
any Addreſſes to any of their Citzes privately, but to the 
Pablick : And the Authority of the Republick ſeemed rui- 
ned, when Appius Claudius did by his Artitices prevail with 
the Lazedemonians to give him a private and ſeparate Audi- 
exce : whence aroſe Diſſentions betwixt the Confederates, 


and many began to purſue their proper Intereſts and Refedr, 


to the overthrow of the Repablick- Againſt Bribes they 
had this moſt Renowned Conſtitution, That #one ſhould 
receive any Gifts ot Peyfions from any Foreign Prince. And 


this was {o'rigorouſly obſctved, and (ach a ſenſe i 
c 
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The Hiſtozy of the 
ed in thc Acheans thereof, that when King Exmenes offer. 
ed them one bundred aud twenty Talents, with the Tatereſt 
whereof, the charges of ſuch as came to the General Aſſem- 
_ bly ſhould be defrayed 3 they generouſly retuled it, and were 
inclined to renounce all Amity with him, tor making ſuch 
an Overture. Apollonius the Sicyonian thus argued againſt 
the Propoſition :. The money which is frankly offered by the 
King of Pergamus, us ſo conſiderable in it ſelf, that it may de- 
ſerve the Regards of the Achzan Republick, but if we look 
pen the Intention of the Donor, to accept thereof is Bribery 
end Corruption repugnant to the Law : Single Pcrſons were 
probibited to take any Bribe or Preſent, and ſhould the JVhole 
Republick at once make it ſelf obnoxious ? It would be a per- 
_ petual ſhame, and moſt ignominiou to be ſaid, That the States 
- General of Achaia were maintained by the King of Pergamus 
' aud that the Councils of the United Citics were managed b 
ſuch as eat the Bread of a Foreign Potentate. If this Preſident 
were admitted of, others would imitate his Example, and the 
Liberty of the Republick would be expoſed to ſale. That Con- 
troverſies were apt t9 ariſe betwixt States, and their Ends aud 
Intereſts might in time prove oppoſite to thoſe of the Republick : 
If ſuch Donatives and Preſents as theſe were tolerated, the 
Achzans would infalibly run into this perplexity ſooner or la- 
zer, either to be ungratefal to their BenefaCiors, or of betraying 
their proper Liberties and Intereſts, to avoid that Imputation. 
In fine, there was nothing of advantage in preſent, that could 
conntervail the fatal Inconvernencies which would enſue there= 
_; | 
By theſe and fuch-like Conſtitutions the Achears pre. 
- ſerved their Republick in a flouriſhing condition ; and al. 
though their Vaion drew upon them the Euvy, and Hatred 
of their Neighbours, yet did they ſupport themſelves as 
gainft the Attempts of the Xtolians,Lacedemonians, Eleans, 
. and M:cedonians, which Nations, cither ſeparately, or in 
conjun@tion, did make War upon them : But at length the 
Romans, partly by Artifice, and partly by Force, ſubducd 
this Lirle Republick, which proved too generous and open= 
hearted. 
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hearted.to ſublilt againſt the ſub1ilties and clandeſtine frauds 
of the politick and ambitions Romans. 
The Romans having rendred themſelves Waſters of Traly, 
Sicily, Sardinia, and Corfica, having carricd their Victori- 
ous Enfigns into Illyricam, and triumphed over Carthage 
in the ſecond Prnick IWar ; they ſeemed how qualihed tor 
any great Attempt, and to be able to carry every thing be- 
torc them 3 their ſfrength at Sea being as redoubtable as 
their Puiſſance by Land. When Ambition and Power con- 
cur in one, they cither find or create Occations whercon to 
work. The: Grand Stratagem of the Romans, whereby 
toadvance themſelves, was this z To Contrad an Alliance 
with all Petty Princes and States: to embolden them againit Noſter Populrs 
their priiſſaat Neighbours 3 and then by a feigned Generoſity $041t7 3fjenien 
to nndertake the Prote&ion of their diſtreſſed Allies z where. 40747097 
by the FYeah Ally became their Slave, and the Congueft of ious th: « | 
the Other added to the-Riches and Pruzſſance of the Repub- cero, 
lick. They drew all Controverſies to their Cognizance they 
mterpoſed in all Quarrels, and thexeby made themſelves 
at firtt Arbitrators, then Lords of the Univerſe. To gain 
them a footing in Greece, they (eek out the Atoltans, the 
vericſt Rogues of all the Countrey, a people living upon 
Rapine, infamous for their Treachery and Baſeneſi ; with 
theſe Villains the Romans make a {tri Confederacy 3 they 
promile to annex unto the Atolzans the Country of Acar- 
aania, and to drive Philip oft Macedon, with his Forces, 
out of their Territorzes > whoſe Arms theſe Free- Booters of 
F-tolia had drawn upon them. The Romans told their 
New Ales moſt plauftble Stories concerning the Genero- 
tity of their State towards their Confederates, how they 
had incorporated {ome into their Reprblick, with all the 
Privilcages and Franchilements which themſelves enjoy- 
cd: that others they fo highly obliged, as toprefer the title 
of Their Friends and Aſſociates before that of Citizens. 
The League being concluded, and a particular Article in- 
{crted, that zeither ſhould make Peace without the other ; 
the Atolians imbarque themſclves in the War 3 but, being 
tas P but 
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;dihs 


6 


The Hiſtszy of the 


unt flexnd:rly aided by the Romans, they are beaten, and cn- 
torced to ſubmit on hard Conditions ; the Romans draiv 
advantsge thence, and to defeat the Treaty of Peace {end 
them powerful Sueconrs 3 whereupon the Z#tolians talc 
courage; and frultrate all Endeavours of the Mediators. 
Ihe Acheans and other adjacent States were jealous of 
tlic Conkegquinces of this War, Icit it ſhould give the Ro- 
12.7318 Op] Oxrtunity {o {ittle themfclves in Greece z and know 
not how to demean themiclves betwixt two fuch Fotens 
States 23S Rome and Maccdon : Their Statilts varicd in their 
Ob lome preturred the Amity of the Oxe, ſome 
of the other. But whilit the alter:rate ſarcceſs of the War 


; iccmed to © SA Aitairs, they meved wot, being, coutcnt 


to fee cach wake 21 the otÞey. $chat tnc Victotics ot At- 
tiliu and Fluminius had reduced Philip and his Macedonians 
toalow condition, and that a great part of Greece confede- 
ratcd with the Rymans, who then pretended they would 5e- 
fore the Liberty of Greece, the Acheans ſuinmoned a Cory- 
1 to debate of their Aﬀairs: They had for their imme- 
diate Enemies the Lacedemonzans, they fulpected the power 
of the Romans, they had very great Obligations to the 
Maccdonian Kings, and were Confederates with them 5 But 
they had ſome Quarrcls with Philip, and bcheld him as a 
Criuc! and Perfidious Prince, and who would {c vercly Pro- 
{eccute the Vidfory, ſhould he happen to obtain It, The 
fomans ſent Ewbaſſadors to the Aﬀembly, and prottercd 
to give ther Cortath (then belicged) 1t they would joyz: 
ter Forces with thoſe of the Romans, and their Contcde- 
TalTsS. Php OY his Age at {olicites 'them cither. to adbere to 


him, vor to xemain Neaters during the War, Ariftenzs the 


State-bolder pertwaded them to prefer the Amity ot the 
Komans > He exaggerated the ſtrength of the Romans, and 
their {uccels 3 He depretlced the power of the Macedonian 3 
He aggravated cvcry Injury that Philip had done unto the 
Acheans, and expatiatcd into a General Charactcr of his 
Evil Nature and Barbarity. He laid before them the darger 


of myoly1ng, tyerr Eſtate with the declining Fortunes of 
Philtp - 
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Philip the bazard of continuing Newters z that the Ro- 

mans proffered an Alliance; the queſtion was, IYhether th. y 

ſhould embrace it, or refuſe their Friendſhip £ They would 

not acquickcc in a Newtrality ; and muli cither be made ef- 

feftnaty Friends or Encmics. The Council was divided in 

their Sentiments 3 [ome departed without declaring them- 

ſelves; others had (uch aſcnlicot the Fayours they had for- 

merly rcccived trom the Macedonians, that they could not 

aſſent to any Leagae that was to their prejudice, or repug- 

nant to #hat Amity which had been vowed and ſworn to 

them. But at length the more preſſeag Connfels were em- 

braccd, as the molt prudent and ſafe, it not generous. The 

Romans behaved themlclves fo at firft, that they fecmed to 

have no cauſe to repent them of their determination ; 2 

peace cnlucd thercon, and the Rowayx Conſul at the Jthmi- 

an Games cauſed Proclamation to be made, That He refto x... +... - . 

ved to all Greece its intire Liberty. The People hercat were © 

tranſported with Joy 3, they magnihed the Vertue and V;- 

love of the Romans , That cvcr there ſhould be ſuch 4 Peopl- 

in the IVorld, that ſhould ſubnut themſelves to all the Expence, 

ad Perils of a War, mecrly to {ct others at liberty, and thoſe 

avt being of their Neighbours, but remote and diſtanced by great 

Sears : That they ſhould overcome all theje difficulties out of 3 

generots Tarlination to oblige Mankind, and t0 eftabliſh equita- 

ble Governments throughout the Earth. To ſet all Greece free 

at one Proclamation, none but the mojt el:vate Spirits could 

deſign ſuch a thing , nothing below the Vertue and Fortune of 

Rome corld atchieve it. The Acheans had their Vninu aug- | 

mented by the annexing of Corinth, Tripbyiza, and Herea, 

which the Macedonian had alienated : Nor did they a littlc 

rcjoyce, when the Romans undertook a War againlt Nabis 

King of Sparta, tor the Recovery of Argos, the Conſul 

proteliing that the Romans were uo otherwiſe intereſſed in that 

War, than to compleat their Favonrs uinto Greece, by reſtoring 

that City unto its Liberty. The A tolians began to ſuſpect 

the candour of the Romans, how fpeciouſly foever they 

concealed their intendments 3 they faid, That tþF Oftenta- 
B .2 #301 
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tion of Liberty was vain inſignificant, whilſt the Roman Power 
continued in Greece, that Nabis and Argos were but pretoxts 
aſſumed for the continuing of theiy Forces there. On the other 
fide, the Acbears intreated the Romans that they would 
pertc& their Glory by frecivg Aypos, and putting a reſtraint 
iipon the Robbers of AF tolia. The Romans having procu- 
red the Argives ther Liberty: and united them again to the 
Republick of Achaia, they withdrew all their Forecs accor- 
ding as thcy had promiſed, thereby to vindicate their Ho- 
rour befire the whole TYorld (as Flaminixs ſaid) and ſhew 
what Liers thoſe Ktolians were, who had reportcd that *twas 
#ndiſcreetly done to put the whole power of Greece into the hands 
of the Romans, and to avoid the Government of Macedon, 
by ſubjefting themſelves unto New Lords: He further admo- 
niſhed the Citics, That they would eſteem of men by their per- 
formances, net words, and thence conclude whom to truſt or 
diſtruſt : That they would not abuſe the Liberty given them, 
which would be the more durable, if myre moderate : That they 
would preſerve Amity with their Neighbours , and Juſtice 
witbin themſelves : That by ſuch adeportment they n ould be 
ſecure againſt the Enterprize of any Fereign Prince, or deſigns 
of ambitious Citizens : That Domeſtich Qwuarrels and Seaitio 
gave opportunity to the Fattiows , and parties oppreſſed do more 
readily joyn with Foreigners, than yield to their fellow-Citi- 
Zens : That they ſhould ſo comport themſelves in that Freedom 
given to them, that the Romans might never repent the Benefits 
they had conferred on Greece. The Acheans leemed to be moſt 
happy in their New Alliance they had the Guardianthip of 
the Sexs, they had made a new Acqueſt of Lacedemon, and 
zncorporated it with the reſt of the United Cities: Whilelt 
the Atoltans, the firſt and dear Allies of the Romans, were 
ſighted by them in the concluſion of the War z and reap- 
ing no Benefit by their Frieadſhip with Rome, they. began 
to enter upon New Deſigns with King Antiochus. 
This tclicity of the Acheans was not advantagious to 
them; it was the firtt Step unto their ruine. They had 
brought Foreigners into their Territories, diſcovered 
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tothem their ftrength and weakneſſes, acquainted them witty 
their Armies, Councils, and Iytercts; they had railed the 


Reputation of Rome to ſuch an heighth, that all cheir Ci- 
tizens were Either amazed at its priſſance, or dazled with 
Its plexdor. Thc.y had ruinated their Old Neiabbonrs, de- 
(erted their ancient and known Friends, and without regard 
unto Oaths or Obligatims, contedcrated with the all-con- 
qucring Rom1ms. It was the undoubted Intereſt of Greece to 
oppole it felt againit the grawing Power of the Romans; they 
and all Afiz ought to have united againſt them, and not by 
making, ſeparate Jars at ſundry times,tofacilitate the general 
Conqueit, The Acheans did all they could to prevent that 
deſtruction which they ſaw tobe unavoidable: they ſhew- 
ed all poſlible deference unto the Romans 3 they rendrcd 
them all imaginable Serpices, not only in the War againtt 
Philip, but that other waged with King Perſeus. Though 
Antiochus courted them to ttand Newters, and without ha- 
zarding themlelves,to attend the iſſue of that War with an 
entire ſtrength; yet were they (o fond, or fo obſequious to- 
wards their New Aliies, that they \aflifted the Romans in 
overthrowing Him 3 and when the Romans had fubducd 
Him and Philip, the Baotians and Atolians, they aided 
them in their War upon Aſia againſt Ring Antigons, The 
Romans had inveigled ſeveral other Princes to joyn their 
Auxiliaries with them, as the King of Macedon, of Perga- 
mus, and Bithinia, telling them they nceded not to fear the 
Romans, as Enemies to all Kings in general, or ſuſpect 
they would ever impair tbery ſtrength or grandeur 3 they (hew- 
ed them the happy inſtances of fuch Prixces they had much 
advanced whilſt Antochus did in vain remonftrate that the 
Romans aimed at the Univerſal Empire, that none could be 
ſafe that lived near them, that it behoved allmen to have a re- 
gard unto thoſe raging Fires which conſumed the dwellings of 
their Neighbours. Theſe prophetical Remonltrances had no 
ſucceſs : the Acheans were obſtinately addicted to the Ro= 
141 Alliance, and fo tender in the preſervation thereof, 


that by a publick Edd they prohibited any Macedonian to 
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come into the Territories of Achaia, left it ſhould create a 
jealouſic in their good Friends of Rome, to whomnow they 
had enſlaved themſelves. Preſently after the War with 
Philip was ended, they were convinced of the Servitude 


whcercinto they had brought themſelves : they durit not 
make VVar upon Nabi, bur with the conſent of the Romay 


| Senate : and upon every occalion they were ncceſlitated to 


{cnd Embaſſies thither, and to depend on their advice : they 
durſt not give arrdicjice to the Embaſſadors of Axtiochus in 
their Aſſembly, but in the preſence of their Conſul. The 
Romans now had acquired that puiſſauce, that the Aid of 
the Acheans was no longer requiſite tothem, and what had 
ben hitherto the effect of an inwolate Friendſhip, mutt be 
continucd out of Duty 3 there is no conteſting of reſpect; 
with the potent and ambitious 3 there 15 no allegation of me- 
ts and ſervices unto them 3 their kindxeſs multi be owned 
as pare conrtcſie > and the Weaker mult thank them as much 
as if they had given all they have not taken away. VVhen Azx- 
zzochus made V Var upon the Remans, the Meſſenians revol- 
cd trom the Acheans to the Atoltans : atter the VVar was 
ended, the Acheans endeavourcd carnelily to bring them 
again into the Vnzozr, and made war upon them, when a!l 
2cntle means tailed. They tinding themſelves not able to 
relilt, make applications to the Rom. General, declaring 
that they would ſurrender their City into the hands and difp.ſal 
of the Romans, but not unto the Acheans. He thereupon 


' goes to the State-holder of the Acheans, and commands him 


to withdraw his Army trom Meſſexe 3 which when he had 
done with a ready Obedience, the Roman reproved him for 
attempting ſuch a matter without his Leaveand Authority, 
bad him to dilmits his Army, and call an Aſſembly of the 
States > that the Meſſentans ſhould be re-wxzted to Achaia 
but if they had any Grievances, or necded any thing for 
their ſecurity, they ſhould repair to Him at Corzath. The 
State-holdcr hav nz ſummoned the Afſembly, their Good 
Ally begins to (xocftulate with them abour- the Ifle of 
Zant, which He faid tl.cy detained unjulily ; chat They 
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were but Amxiltaries in the war againſt Antiochus z that the 
Romans were the Principals therein, and fought tor Them- 
ſelves, not tor the Acheans at Thermopyle. Notwithſtan- 


ding that Diophanes the State-holder thewed the Juſtice of 


their Title, and how it was fairly yielded #9 them by the 
Encmy. yet were they at laſt compelled to This Reſolution, 
That they referred the wholp Aﬀair to the Frdament of Qruin- 
tits ; who gave therh this Cirzl Determination: If be 
cold believe tht the poſſeſſion of that Iſland would be of z1y 
real advantage unto the people of Achaia , he would immedi- 
ately perſwade the Senate and People of Rome to continue it 
«ito ſo deſerving Allies : bat, as a Tortoiſe is then ſafe from 
all danger when ſhe contrafis ber ſelf within the Covert of her 
Shell; but wbenſoever ſhe pats forth the head or legs, ſhe ex:p0- 
ſeth her ſelf to the hazard off every blow : $9 the Achrans be- 
ing ſhut up by the ſea within Pcloponncſus , might eaſily ſe- 
cure their Confines and adjacent Territories, but if they did 
endeavony to extend their poxwer into remote places, their new 
Acqueſts would but create them greater Expence and Danger, 
they being not defenſible by reaſon of their diſtance. The Aſ- 
ſembly acquicſced readily if this determination of the point, 
neither durſt their Srate-holder Diophanes make any further 
oppolition thereunto : whereupon the lile of Zant was 
ſurrendred up to the Romans. This facility of the people 
might have obliged others of a more gentle Nature, and 
- lefler Defigns, unto ſome reciprocal kindneſs and acknow- 
ledgment ; but the fierce and ambitious move not by thole 
vHlgar principles; in fuch, Vertue is not the Rule of their 
Deportmext but as it is ſirbſervient to their purpoſes 3 and it 
their Actions be but Great and Profperous, they will make 
Themſelves to be confcfled Good and Generous. The Ro- 
mans drew advantages from this Condeſcenſion of 
theirs, and conſiruing it to ariſe from fear, and a juſt ſenſe 
of their weakneſs, they proceeded to intermeddle in the 
Government of the Repwblick it ſelf, and to interpoſe up- 
on Quarrels happening therein. The Inhabitants of Agi- 
#9 repaired unto the Roman Conſul with a Complaint n 
\ gain 
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gainſt the people of Achaia, for that their State-holder Phi” 
l»pemen had removed the General Afiembly (which had bin 
conſtantly held within their City) and decreed that it 
ſhould not be fixed any longer in oxe place, but ſucceſſively 
be held in each of the Confederate Cities : And whereas 
the Adſeſſrs indicted a Convention at Aginum, cauled them 
to meet at Argos: the Generalty ſubmitting to the vvill of 
the State-botder, and the Roman Conſul, though He came 
in favour of the Agians, was enforced to repair unto Ay- 
905 , vvhere he found, upon Debate, that Philopamen had 
the greatclt Party 3 and all he did vvas to ſhew how ready be 
ſhould be to enterprize upon their Sovcrargnty- 

The premiſes one vvould think to be maniteſt Signs of 
that ſervitude vvhich the Romans purpolcd to introduce in 
Achaizs The Romans vverc preſent at, and took an account 
of their publick TrauſaGions: The Ach eans vvcre to make 
Yar and Peaceas the Romans directed : The Romans made 
themſelves Arbitrators in thcir Domeſtzck Quarrels : The 
Leg ates from Rome actcd vvhat they plealed amongtt them, 
proceeding ſo far as to deprive them of vvhat they had, 
rizhifully acquired in IVar, and that by an Argument rather 
facetious than ſtroyg, but that a Romay urgcd it. But vyhat 
enſued did moſt cftectually demoyſtrate the Intentions of 
their Allics of Rome. 

The Lacedemonians had been ancient and bitter Ene- 
mics to the people of Achaiz, but by the means of Phils- 
pamen they vvere lately united to the Republick of debaia, 
and made a part of their Aſſembly. It 1s inore calie to pro- 
cure peace than amity, to unite the Territorics of Czries, 
than the Minds of the Iyhabitants: VVhere Eumity is in- 
etcrate, all Reconciliation becomes inſtablez former Feuds 
and EmulationFcafily revive: Thus ſome Acqueſts do not 
argment but impair the ſirength of the Empire 3 and vvhat 
vvas intended by the amicable Acheans tor mutual Security 
and VVelfare, the fidiow Lacedemonians turned to their 
raine. Each party being jealous of the other, there could 
notbe long vvanting an occalion of Diſpute. The Spartans 

| had 
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had proſcribed ſome of their Citizens out of their Cox 
fines; thele Exiles remained and were. prote&ed within 
certain Caſtles and Villages of Lacoura which the Romans 
had annexed unto the Zrriſdifion of Achaiaz and which 
were ſituate betwixt the Sea-coaſts and City of Sparts. The 
| Lacedemonians did delire very much to re-gain their Mari- 
time Towns, that they might have acce(s to the Sea for Ex- 
portation and Importation, as allo tor the diſpatching of Em- 
baſſadors to manage Leagues at Rome, or elſewhere : To 
boneft this Delign of theirs, and to give ſome colour to the 
attempt, they pretended to feize upon thoſe Exiles, as men 
proſcribed by the State, and whoby continuing in the Voz- 
ſinage ſo near their City, did toment diviſions and create 
dangers therein: And hereupon in the night the Lacede- 


10nans (urprized one of theſe Sea- Ports but the Country 


taking the Alarm, and imbodying, they were driven out 
again the next day. The News of this attempt hilled the 
Exiles with terrour and ſuſpicion , and though the preſent 
peril was over, yet they and the reſt of the Inhabitants de- 
termined to provide tor their future tranquility by ſending 
Deputies to Achaia, to relate what had happened, and to 


crave their protection. The State-holder for the time being, 
Philopamen, bh. wa a perpetual jealouſie of the Lace- 


demonians leſt they ſhould grow too potent, and knowing 
with how much difficulty thoſe are retained in an equal 
condition with others, who have been uſed to command, and 
preſerve a poinant ſenſe ſtill of their Frog. Grandeur and 
Puiſſance, He defended the Cauſe of the Exiles, and pro- 
cured a Decree to be paſſed in\the Gencral Aſſembly, That 
the Laccdemonians ſhould he deemed to bave violated the Union, 
except they delivered up to puniſhment the Authrs and Coxtri- 
zers of that Attempt. And ome Officers were ſent to Spar- 
tato demand them as Priſoners, The Lacedemonians were 
incenſed at this Decree; they knew the extent thereof, it the 
Criminals came once to be inquired into and toavoid the 
conſequences thereof, they exaggerated to the Popwlace the 
pride and the indignity of the —_ who had taken ſuch 
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a Reſolution againſi their City, that by ſuch Union there was 
not any parity eſtabliſhed, but the Spartans were abſolute- 
ly enſlaved, the reſt combining to depreſs them : Hereupon 
they determined to renounce the Union atorclaid, and to 
{end Deputics to the Romans to furrender their City abſo- 
lately into theiy power : They ſaw their condition to be ſuch, 
that they muſt be ſubje& to ſome body; and it was moi 
prudential to annex themſelves to the Greater Republich, 
and which practiſed againſt that of Achaia, than to conti- 
nuc in League with the JYeaker , and thoſe fo treacherous 
Confederates : They doubted not but the ambitious Romay 
would embrace their protegion, and pardon the greatcſi 
faults in thoſe which put themſelves into their twition 3 
whereupon they put to death zhirty- of the Friends to Phi- 
lpaemen and the Exiles, and immediately ſent to Fulvius 
the Romany Conſul, to come into Peloponneſus, and accept ot 
their Surrendry. The Acheans, in proſecution of the for- 
mer Arreſt, and to avenge theſe new Indignities, declared 
War againſt the Lacedemonians 3 the notice whereof haſt- 
ncd the Roman Conſul into Peloponneſus , where He nter- 
ofcth betwixt the adverſe partics, and artihciallyexaſpe- 
ratcth both, by his ambiguous Speeches, againſt each other: 
Sometimes He ſhews himſelf amicable to the one, lome = 
times to the other, ſometimes haughtily reprovcs them bath, 
and it laſt concludes with this refolve, That both Partics 
ſhould refrain from Hoſtility until they had ſent Embaſſadors 
to Rome, to know the pleaſure of the Senate. Hereupon 
both lides ſent their Embaſſadors ro Rome 3 but the Ache- 


as had this diſadvantage, that their Commiſſoners did not 


well agree in their Negotiation, or Sentiments concerning 
Afﬀairss The Romans ſeemed to have 4 very great eſteem 
and honour for the Republick of Achaia3 yet they did not 
think it ſuitable to.theiy 'exds, that the Government of La- 
cedemon ſhould be changed again, and the General UVniex 
conſolidated : Wheretore they returned fo zntricate av An- 
\wer, that the Acheans thought the whole matter to be re- 


- Mitted unto them 3 and yet the Lacedemonians were per- 


(waded 
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{waded that there was much inireſerve. The Acheans for- 
med an Army, and having encamped q@n the Borders of 
Lacedemon, they ſent to demand thoſe which had occafio- 
ned their Revolt from the Union, giving aſſurance that 
they ſhould ſuffer no puniſhment but accordingly as upon a 
fair Trial they (hould be found c«/pable. But whilſt they 
delayed their Anſwer, ſeveral of the Exiles who were wn 
the Camp of the Acheans (exalperated through former = 
injuries) fell upon the Lacedemonaany, and llew ſeventeen.ot 
them 3 and afterwards ſixty three of them being taken, 
were ſentenced pil co death by the Srate-bolder, Aft- 
ter this, the Acheaxs drove away the Authors of the late 
Revolt, took many Slaves and fold them, pulPd down the 
Walls of Sparta, reſtored the exiled Perſons, and abrogated 
the Laws of Lycurgus- 

Though this Action of the Acheaxs cannot be condem- 
ned of Tujuſtice, yet it falls under the cenſure of much im- 
pradetce. The Lacedemouians had ſo great a Veneration 
tor the Laws of Lycurgus , that they eſteemed nothing 
more ſacred ; They were (cnſible that all their ancient glo- 
ryand felicity proceeded from the obſervance of thoſe Conflitu- 
tions, and all their hopes of recovering their priſtize Ho- 
nour, or retaining their preſent Dignity, depended there- 
on : Their high Spirits could not endure this alteration, the 
calamity whereof was aggravated,in that it was done by the 
Acheans,aRepublick over which their Azeeſtors had former- 
ly rrizmpbed,and given a Goveryment unto,and from whom, 
as their late Confederates, they did not expect fo rigorous 
ſage. None are ſo impatient of Adverfity as thoſe which 
have known great Proſperity: Great Souls cannot endure 
Servitade, eſpecially when 'they ſuffer under thoſe whom 
they contemnzand they prefer a ſubje&zon to Foreigners before 
even an equality of living with ſuch perſons. *T was truc, 
the Acheans needed not to fear any Inſurredions trom the 
Spartans alone; nor had they any other State in Gyeece to 
combine with for #heir Juppert : But ſince the Romany were 
fo ſufpiciow an Aly, an: ys uſually ſacritice all regards 
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a Reſolution againſi their City, that by fiech Union there was 
not any parity eſtabliſhed, but the Spartans were abſolute- 
ly enſlaved, the reſt combining to depreſs them : Hereupon 
they determined to renounce the Union aforclaid, and to 
{end Deputies to the Romans to ſurrender their City abſo- 
lately into theiy power : They ſaw their condition to be ſuch, 
that they muſi be ſubjce@ to ſome body and it was moſt 
prudential to annex themſelves to the Greater Republick, 
and which practiſed againſt that of Achaia, than to conti- 
nue in League with the JYeaker , and thoſe fo treacherous 
Confederates : They doubted not but the ambitious Romay 
would embrace their protegion, and pardon the greatcli 
faults in thoſe which put themſclves into their twition z 
whercupon they put to death thirty: of the Friends to Phi- 
lpemen and the Exiles; and immediately ſent to Fulvim 
the Romany Conſul, to come into Peloponneſus, and accept ot 
their Surrendry. The Acheans, in proſecution of the for- 
mer Arreſt, and to avenge thcle new Indignities, declared 
War againſt the Lacedemoniays 3 the notice whereof haſt- 
ncd the Roman Conſul into Peloponneſus , where He inter- 

ofcth betwixt the adverſe parties, and artihcially'cxaſpe- 
ratcth both, by his ambiguous Specches, againſt each otaer : 
Sometimes He ſhews himſelf amicable to the oxe, lome = 
times to the other, ſometimes haughtily reprovcs them beth , 
and at laſt concludes with this refolve, That both Parties 
ſhould refrain from Hoſtility until they had ſent Embaſſadors 
to Rome, to- kyow the pleaſure of the Senate. Hereupon 
both tides ſent their Embaſſadors ro Rome 3 but the Ache- 
2s had this diſadvantage, that their Commiſſoners did not 
vicll agree in their Negotiation, or Sentiments concerning 
Aﬀuirs. The Romans ſecmed to have a very great eſteem 
ind honour for the Republick of Achaia; yet they did not 
think it ſuitable to their exds, that the Government of La- 
cedemon ſhould be changed again, and the General UVniex 
conſolidated : Wheretore they returned ſo intricate an An- 
\wer, that the Acheans thought the whole matter to be re- 


mitted unto them 3 and yet the Lacedemonians were per- 
[waded 
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{waded that there was much in reſerve. The Acheans for- 
med an Army, and having encamped en the Borders of 
Lacedemon, they ſent to demand thoſe which had occafio- 
ned their Revolt from the Union, giving aſſurance that 
they ſhould ſuffer no puniſhment but accordingly as upon a 
fair Trial they (hould be found cx/pable. But whilſt they 

delayed their Anſwer, ſeveral of the Exiles who were mn 
the Camp of the Acheans (exaſperated through former 
injuries) fell upon the Lacedemonians, and flew ſeventcen.ot 
them and afterwards ſixty three of them being taken, 
were ſentenced Sas co death by the State-holder, Af- 
ter this, the Acheaxs drove away the Authors of the late 
Revolt, took many Slaves and fold them, pulPd down the 
Walls of Sparta, reſtored the exiled Perſons, and abrogated 
the Laws of Lycurgus- | 
Though this Action of the Acheans cannot be condem- 
ned of Tujuſtice, yet it falls under the cenſure of much im- 
praudetce. The Lacedemonians had ſo great a Veneration 
tor the Laws of Lycurgus , that they cftcemed nothing 
more ſacred ; They were (cn(ible that all their ancient glo- 
ry and felicity proceeded from the obſervance of thoſe Conſtitu- 
: tions, and all their hopes of recovering their priſtine Ho- 
nour, or retaining their preſext Dignity, depended there- 
on : Their high Spirits could not endure this alteration, the 
calamity whereof was aggravated,in that it was done by the 
Acheans,aRepublick over which their Azeeſtors had former- 
ly :rizmpbed,and given a Government unto,and from whom, 
as their late Confederates, they did not expect fo rigorous 
ſage» Noneare (o impatient of Adverſity as thole which 
have known great Proſperity : Great Souls cannot endure 
Servitude, eſpecially when they ſuffer under thoſe whom 
they contemnzand they prefer a ſubjetzon to Foreigners betore 
even an equality of living with ſuch perſons. *T was truc, 
the Acheans needed not to fear any Inſurredions trom the 
Spartans alone nor had they any other State in Greece to 
combine with for #heir ſupport : But ſince the Romans were 
fo ſufticious an Aly, "= wm uſually ſacrifice all regards 
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to thoſe of Empire Since they did already enterprize upon 
the Soveraignty of Achaiz 3 and drew the Cognizance of 
their atjiwns tO the Conluls and Senate of Rome; ehey ought 
to have demeaned themſelves with more caution, and rather 
have abandoned Sparta to it (elf, (though it had remained 
a contixzeal and vexations but weak Enemy) then have driven 
them to have recourle to Rome for proteftion. The Lacede- 
monizits Were not le(s lenlible of their own Condition than 
they were of that of the Acheans 3 they knew that the Ro- 
mans contradted Alliance with that Republich out of Intc- 
reſt, to facilitate the overthrow of the Macedoniane, their 
fole Competitors for the Dominion of Greece z that 
Leagues ſo founded , vary according as - Intereſts do 5 
that the ſervices which the Acheans had rendred unto Rome, 
had loſt their Merit and Obligation when the Maredonia# 
was totally overthrown z and whatever Honours the Senatc 
had conferred on the Acheans lince, whatſoever amity was 
profeſſed unto them, yet *twas ixcident to all power to fear 
rather than lave thoſe from whom it may receive a ſhock 3 That 
they bad juſt reaſon ta apprehend left the Achzans ſhould at 
ſome time or other aſſume a concern for the Hononr and Liberty 
of Greece. and make themſelves head of' a League to that pur- 
poſe againſt Rome 3 That 'twas not conſitent with the Roman 
Grandenr to perſevere in an Alliance whereby the petty Repnb- 
lick of Achaia ſhould treat on equal terms with Rome, and be 
mntreated in ſuch a manner as much more potent Kings did not 
pretend unto, Upon thele infallible Maxims of State, the 
Lacedemonians preſumed upon a kind reception at Rome, 
and diſpatched their Deputies thither 3 they remonſtratced 
there that the Majcfty and Amthority of the Roman Senate 
was contcmned by the Acheans that they acted whar they 
pleaſed, and arrogated what power they- would, over their 
weak Neighbours and Confederates > they repreſented the 
diſaiters of the Spartans, into what they were fallen, agd 
from what eſtate : they made uſe of all Arguments that 
might work upon the Pride; -Fealoufte, or Compaſſion of the 
Romans : And the Senate who was ready to feck befler care 
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{cs of Quarrels, liſtened hereunto with attention. The 
Acheans were necellitated to oppoſe an Embaſſy of theirs 
to that of the Lacedemonians, but they could not agree 
upon the TuſtruGions : Some were for the Deputies to inlili 
upon the Libertics of Achaia, that the Repablick was Sove- 
raign over 1ts Members, that ſuch Controverlics as theſe 
ought to be determined by the States General 3 that when 
tbey embraced the Alliance of Rome, they did not ſubjec7 
themſelves thereunto 3 that the Freedom of Ach4iz and of 
all Greece in general would be rained, it they tamely ſub- 
mitted the afiions of their Republick to be examined, debated 
and reverſed by an Appeal to Rome, This was the opinion 
of ſuch as were zealoxs tor the Honour and Liberty of their 
Country, but others were o, terrihed with the Glory and 
Priſſance of Rome, that they propoſed more mild and ſub- 
miffive Counſe!s, that the Acheans ought by all poſlible de- 
farence to preſerve a good correſpondence with Rome, whole 
amity though it were not ſubſtzntial or intire, yet the ſhew 
thereof was of great advantage to ſupport the Honour and 
Intereſt of Achais in Greece that the Neighbouring States 
would defiſe and affront their ſmall Republick, it once they 
ſaw that Friendſhip to decreale; that ſuch opportunity ought 
not be given to thole that exvied their condition 3 nor ought 
they to inccnle the ambitious and proud Romans in this jun- 
ture, and draw upon themſelves that power which they 
could not reſt that the pocrand barrex Country of Lacc- 
demon was not worth the difpate 3 the accefiional of Terri- 
201y\to-the Republick, did not countervail the Expence, Trow- 
ble, and Danger with which it mull be kept 3 that a mode- 
rate Greatneſs was moſt ſuitable to their Government, and to 
their preſent Intereſt; for by enlarging heir Territories, and 
keeping, Armies on toot, they vvould but multiply the hs 
of the Romans, and (o accclerate their deſtrudiion : that 
*tyyas inconſiſtent vvith the peaceable Maxims of their State, 
eo retain theſe /itigrous Spartans vvithin the Vaion, vuhence 
vvould ariſe a perpetual dijtradion' in theis Counſetls, and di- 
viſions in their Afſemblies ; that 'the name of Liberty vvas 
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ſweet, and Sovcraignty a molt agreeable thing; therefore. 
their Counſels aimed at its preſervation, which was beſt to 
be done now by condeſcenſion > that ſuch an expedient might 
be found that the whole might ſeem an A of their State, 
and not of the Roman Scnate and that, it the Acheaxs ac- 
uainted the Romans with the full Nature of their Vniox, 
and the Juſincſs of their proceedings in conformity there= 
unto, and then left the Lacedemonians to the entire diſpeſal 
of the Romaus. Thus were the Acheans divided in their 
opinions 3 and thele their Reſentments being known at 
Rome, made the Senate jealous of the Acheans, left they 
might take ſome {eaſonable occaltion to become Enemies of 
the Roman Greatne(s «+ whereupon they tomented the Ani- 
moſities betwixt the Lacedemonians and Acheans, till they 
became implacableagainſt each other : they protracted the 
Debate, ſometimes commilerating the Oppreſled very mach, 
ſometimes gently arguing tor the authority of the Gexeral 
Aſſembly and State-bolder of Achaiz: They blamed the fali- 
ouſneſs and obſtinacy of the Spartans 3 then they reprehen- 
ded the paſſion and ſeverity of the Acheaxs 3 and at length 
plainly undertook the defence of the Spartans againſt their 
good Allies of Achais, ſending them word ſometimes that 
the Senate did not approve their a&ions, lometimes that # 
 enght to make amends for their defaults : And tinding that a 
' great Party of the Acheans (ſome out of Jove, ſome out of 
fear.) did adhere to the Romans, they thought it necefſary 
to nouriſh thoſe diſſentions, by ſending frequent Embaſſies 10- 
to the Countryzwhereupon they tell them, That they ought to 
take care that the Embaſſadors of Rome might always have 
free acceſs to their States General, as the Acheans ſhould have 
zo their Senate. It is true that the Acheans did retain till 
ſome generous thoughtsz and had the boldneſs to deny Ce- 
cilis the freedom of coming to the General Aſſembly, be- 
cauſe he did not communicate his Meſlage to the State-bol- 
der firſt : Tt is true, Lycertas the State-holder told the Ro- 
man Embaſſador Appins Claudius, who was {cnt to examine 
things, That the 1; von had indeed the Romans in greats 
Vene- 
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reueration, and (if th:y pleaſe to have it ſo) ſtood in great 

fear of them, but they did more reverence and fear the Immor- 

#al Gods, Allo, That the Achzans were indeed the Allics ef 

Rome, but they did not by the Confederacy ſurrender up the 

Soveraignty of their Republick, they were ſtill free, and were 

no more obliged to render an account of their ations unto the 

Romans, than the Romans were unto them. In fine, the 

amity was contratied upon equal terms, neither were they there- 

by become the Subjects of Rome: But Appius Claudius, being 

a fierce Man, replicd confidently, That he ſhould adviſe his 

20d Friends of Achaia, that they would by a ready compli- 

ance make a conrteſie of their Obedience \ that they ſhould ds 

ill to deny the Requiſts of ſuch as were able to compel them. 

Theſe laſt vvords extorted an wnzverſal ſigh from the Hear- 

ers, but withal imprinted ſuch a terror in them,that they 

determined to obey the Reſolves ot the Senate 3 and ſuch 

Decrees were paſſed as favoured the Spartans in general,and 

in particular thoſe of them whom the Acheans had bani- 

(hed the Countrey. The Spartans were continued as a 

part of the Repablick of Achaza, but with ſore Immuni- 

ties which were repugnant to the Laws of the Union \ the 

Exiles were reſtored to their Poſſeſions 3 the which Obliga- 

tions they derived from the Romans not Acheans: And up- , 

on pretence of avoiding future Conteſts, the cognizance of 

the moſt important Caſes emerging, was reſerved unto . 

the Romans, ordinary mattcrs might be tranſacted by the 

Spartans and Aſſembly of the Acheans: And further to wea- 

ken the Republick, the Romans declared it to be at the 

choice of any of the Confederates to perſiſt in or relinquiſh Y 

the Union. Whereupon {ome ot the United Cities began 

to delign a Revolt, and to dread a Confederacy whereunto 

the Romaxs appeared no longer Friends : The Meſſenians 

began firit to fall off; and renounced the General Aſem- 

bly of Ac&aia, flaying the State: holder , and though the 

Romans were abliged by their League to afliſt the Common- 

wealth of Achaia againſt all its Enemies 3: at leaſt, not to 

aid them with Ammunition and Comout of Kaly; yet did 
| they 
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they no ways intereſt themſclves in the War, nor would 
they ſeem to condemn the Revolt of the Medſſenians. 
Bchold to what a degree of miſery this Repablick brought 
it ſet by its inteſtine diſſentions and animoſites ! When fear 
had once (cjzcd their minds, they apprehending nothing 
ſo much as the Puiſſance of the victorious Roman, and all 
relief was impoſſible unto them who had abandoned their 
old Friends of Macedonia to contract this perneciows Aliiaxce 
withghe moſt powerful State of Rome. Such were now 
theiſ/Reſentments, that every man ſirove to ſhew his devo- 
tion to the prevailing Roman : It there were any Patriots 
Ictt, they did but exaſperate the Senate, ar:d add to the do- 
meſtick Diſcord by thcir unſeaſonable refraforincſs : It now 
ſcemed prudential for ther to expedite their Slavery, that 
they might procure the better conditions. The Romans un- 
derſtood the artifice, and made ule of it to compleat their 
raine: Thus that deportment which obligeth a generous Ver- 
tue, doth work contrary cfte&s in the Ambitious. All great 
Cafes were decided at Romez thither were frequent Appeals 
made 3 thence came very imperious Anſwers oftentimes :; Sg 
that there remained onely a ſhadow of the Supreme Power in 
the States General and the State-holder, the Subſtance was 
in the Roman Senate: And when the people ſaw to whom 
the molt effezal applications were made, they raf into 
Partics, and when there was any competition betwixt the 
Intereſts of their Native Country, and thoſe of Rome, thoſe 
that could beft reward and paniſh,had the preference in their 
affeions. The perpetual diſſentions at home, the terrowys 
from abroad, the helpleſs condition of a broken Governmenr, 
made every man indifferent, or dpair thereot. The Su- 
preme Officers ot State, even the State-holders were no1on- 
ger choſen for their Merits and Fidelity to their Country, but 
accordingly as they were devoted unto the Romans,and were 
recommended by them. None that were faithful to the Re- 
publick were to be elefed, lelt the Remans ſhould grow 
jealous thereat : The Romans could menace them, and lay, 
They knew very well who were well-affeffed unto them ; and were 
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well pleaſed to ſee their Adberents lignally to diſtizguih 


themſelves from the adverſe party. There is no greater or 
more -ſure prognoſtick of approaching deſtruction, than 
when the-Subje@ts of one State dare avow their concernments 
for another and the Foreigner can boaſt of aud number bis 
Creatures there. 28 

Whilſt the Aﬀairs of Achaiz were in this troubleſome 
and dangerous polture, there happened an occafion for 
them to regain thezr former Liberty; but the State-holder, 
and too many others were 1o devoted to their Great Allies 
of Reme,and did {0 magnitic the advantages of their frieud- 
ſhip, and the dangers 1mminecnt from their enmity, that they 
- loſt this /aſt and happy opportunity. - Perſeus King of Ma- 
cedonia had recollected the Spirits of the Macedonians, which 


the Romans had broken by vanquiſhing his Father Philip ;, 


and having formed ſuch a ſtrength as might alone diſpute 
the Soveraignty of Greece with the Romans, he animated 
the ſeveral Republicks to afſert their common Libertics,and 
joyntly to recover that Glory which their Countrey had 
lolt by purſuing of private and ſeparate Ends: He made 
particular overtures to the Acheans,and delired they would 
lay afide all enmity againſt him, and forbear thoſe Fealow- 
fies which had been (o deftructive to Greecez that they would 
no longer remember the Injuries his Father did them, nor 
think Him to have ſucceeded Phzlip in his Paſions-as well as 
Kingdoms : the flouriſhing Eſtate of the Realm was indeed 
ſuch that it tranſpogted the Macedonians to a delign of ene 
largivg their Bounds by the Univerſal Conquelt ot Greece 3 
but they were now reduced to 'other terms, and enforced 
to.contrive now their own ſafety inſtead of the Rxineof their 
Neighboxrs : that the fame motives which induced them to 
renounce the ancient amity contracted with the Macedoni- 
axs, ought to prevail much more with them to abandon 
this xewand perilous Confederacy with the zmperious Romans. 
Some there were who thought the Propolition reaſonable z 
others ſuggeſted a Newtralzty, and that the Acheans ſhould 


allit neither-Rome nor Macedox in the War, but form their 
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counci)s according to the event of things 3 fince by taking 
either ſide they ſhould draw upon them the indignation 
of the other, and render their Aly it victorious, too power- 
ful. But thofc which favoured the Romans did overrule 
the reſt, (o that all audiance was refuted unto Perfixs, and 
*twas rcfolved effeively to aſſiſt the Romans , of whom 
they now ſtood in fo great aw, that they were extremely 
perplexed lei the Senate ſhould know that ſuch points 
had ever been debated in the Gezecral Aſſembly. Within 
four ycars the Romans did totally fubduc the Macedonians, 
and reduced the Kingdom into a Province, the Acheans 
heartily congratulating them for theſe victories which they 
had helped to atchicvez and receiving from the Senate 
the publick thanks and praiſcs due to fo faithful Confede- 
rates. The whole world ſtood amazed at this prodigi- 
ous ſucceſs of the Romans, and yielded generally to that 
power Which they ſaw to be irrefiſtable : nor did men leſs 
admire the counſels and maxims by which the Republick 
of Acbaia had ſteercd in that junQture,fince that they could 
not expect to ſubſiſt long in their preſent condition ; tor 
inſatiate ambition diſtinguiſheth not betwixt friends and 
foes, and deſpileth the vulgar niceties as obltacles to Em- 
pre. There being nothing of force in Greece to check the 
Roman Arms, nor any powerful Confederate to be ſought 
unto after the conqueſt of Macedonia, the Romans left oft 
their former artifices, and clandeſtine practices upon the 
Republick of Achaia, and began openly to manitelt their 
intentions. The Senate drew to its cognilance thole cau- 
{cs which uſually were decided in the generall Aﬀembly 
of the Amphiyones : that Couneil or Diet received the 
complaints of the ſeveral States and Principalitics of 
Greece the proud Roman thought that ſhadow of Sove- 
reigntyand Union might in time prejudice his Aﬀairs, and 
facilitate ſome Leagwe againlt the yew Conquerour : ſeve- 
ral of the beſt and wiſeſt in Achaia were {ent tor to Rome, 
and falily traduced to have privately tavourcd the untor- 
tunate Macedonian, and without hearing they were con- 
demned to perpetual impriſonment in Tuſcany. The 
Achears 
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Acheans thereupon found the- falſchood of the meaſures 
which they had taken, and that zheir Liberty was abſo” 
| lutely.overthrown , nor could they tell which way to a- 
venge themſelves, or prevent' the evils that threatned 
them : They ſent ſundry Embaſſies to-Rome, deliring that 
thoſe which were committed might be brought toa pub- 
lick tria], either at Rome, or beforc their Swperiors in 
Achaia ; but all theſe follicitations proved vain and inef- 
fe&ual, the Romans proceeding to tell them , that they 
were dangerous perſons, and ot to be truſted at home, and 
that the Acheans themlclves ſeemed to have this opinion 
of them, when they ſent them priſoners unto Rome : that 
the Senate would never detein them, but for the welfare 
of Achaia, which would be embroiled ſhould theſe angry 
and enterprifing perſons return thereto. After ſeventeen 
years of importunity, when the principal and moſt attive 
men were dead, and the reſt become difpirited by their 
ſufferings, and their intereſt loſt by ſo tedious impriſon- 
ment and abſence, about three hundred of them were relea- 
ſed : In the mean time, the Romany had cauſed the Ache- 
aus to renounce the ancieut allyances which their Repub- 
lick had with the Kings of Xgypt, and people of Rhodes - 
they animated the Atolians to fall off from the Union of 
Achaia and defended them therein : they ſet on foot the 
old contentions betwixt the Spartans and Acheans, and ha- 
ving thus diſtrated that Repwblick, and incenſed the re- 
ſpc&ive members thereof one againſi the other, they 
cauſed a General Aſſembly to be held at Corinth, where 
the Roman Embaſſadors endeayoured effeRually to per- 
ſwade the Seates General, that it was moſt expedient for 
them to diſſolve the Union , and each City ſeparately to 
diſpoſe of its own Soveraignty, and manage its affairs 
by independent Offcers and Laws. The people of Co- 
rinth hearing #bis, roſe in a tumult , and flew ſeveral 


ſtrangers that were in the Town, and put ſome affronts | 


upon the Roman Embaſſadors. Hercupon the Senate 
complained of the Acheans, that the Majeſty of the people 
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of Rome was injured by the contumelious uſage of theit 
Embaſſadors :. and a war enſued, which terminated in the 
dcſolation of Achaia, and the burning of Corlarh ': The 
States General being diſfolved, and the vanquiſhed 4che- 
ans (old for ſlaves by their frieads of Rome, that they might 
the more ſenſibly underſtand to what condition they reduce 
themſelves, who make their neighbours too great, and put them- 
ſelves into their merey by overthrowing that porrer which 
ſhould be the counterpoiſe. 

The ruine of this Common-wealth hath given occaſion 
to {undry Writers of Politics, as Polybiuy and Facobus Go- 
thifredus, to condemn their proceedingey.. The ſucceſs of 
humane affairs 15 fo variow, and wars arc — with 


ſuch uncertainty , and ſuch circumſtances do oftentimes 


befal Republicks that *tis not in their power to purſue 
the moſt ſafe counſels, and ſometimes an high, though no 
aſſircd hope ought to be preferred before the more caute- 
low, if more humble thoughts.” Tt is eafie to determine 
the immediate cauſes of the ſubverſion of that Republich ; 
but if the w3/zt of” thoſe which condemn zheir League 
with Rome, had lived in thsſe dates, and were to form their 
counſels upon the poſture affairs were thex in, and not 
upon that proſpe which z-coxcerned poſterity hath there- 
of, perhaps they would have embraced thoſe reſolutions 
which thcy now reprove. 

The Acheans had indeed a very ancient League with 
the Macedonians , they were of the ſame Continent, and 
as it were of the ſame Langnage and Conſanguinity : they 
had received many benehits by the Macedonian amity, and 
Philip himſelf had aided them againſt their Enemies of 
Lacedemon. But this amity with Philip had very many 
circumſtances whereupon it might be queftioned for the 
future. For the Macedonians were a warljke' people, of 
great ſtrength, famed for their invintibte Militia, they had 
long aimed at the*Vaiverſal Monarchy of Greece, they had 
#w extended their conquetts far into Thracia, and had 
trbducd in a manner all Greece, but Peloponneſis; the ſenfe 
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of thoſe Benefits which the Acheans had received from the. 
Macedonians, was much effaced by the late deportment of 


Philip,who had not only difated his Acqueſts unto their Coy- 
fines, (bclieging Athens, and oppreſſing the ftlurdy Atoli- 
ans ) but aided them againlit Lycedemon with ſo flender For- 


ces as it he intended not the preſervation and welfare of his 


Alies, but by ſuch artifices to reduce all Peloponneſis under 
his ſubje&zon at laſt, Thelethings dulycontidered, it may 
ſeem to have been well done of the Acheans to call in the 
Romans, and to prevent their apparent Ruine by joyning 
with a Foreiguer, whole [trength might connterpoiſe rhat of 
Philip, and bring them leſs of terror, fince the remotenc(s 
of Ttaly, the Contingencies of War by Sea and: Laxd, the 
puiſſance of Macedonia, might bring both Parties into ſuch 
a condition as not to be able to molelt or invade the peace- 
able Neighbourhood. The effects of theſe Counſels proved 
happy at firt, for immeliatcly Philip courted their Friead- 


ſhip, reſtoring them ſome Towns which he detained from 


them; their coldxeſ7 towards the Macedonians had embol- 
dened the Romans to begin a War, which by reaſon of the 
other with Hannibal, they could not well proſecute : So that 
the Acheans had, without'Expence or Trouble, abated much 
of the pride and amvition of Philip. | | | 

After that the Romans had put an happy end to the Se- 
cond War with Carthage, they began to caſt a jealous Eye 
upon the Macedonian Empire : they ſaw their Allies of A- 
to1ia (ubdued by Philzp, and the Citics of Afia ready to con- 
tract a Defenſive Leagne againſt them. The Conſuls anima- 
ted the Senate and People to invade Macedonia,thewing the 
#ntrinſick, power of that Kingdom, the Alliances with which 
it was fortificd ; how calte if would be for Philip toattempt 
Italy, as Pyrrbus had done; how prone men were, after 
they had provided againſt known Dangers, to purſue un- 
known Hopes, and xot tojtop where they begun. The War be- 
ing reſolved upon, they (ent to ſolicitethe ſeveral Cities and 
Republicks of Greece to joyn with them againf Philipz and 
after they had given a Reprtation to their Arms by- ſome 
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Exploits againſt the Macedonians, they tend their Embaſſa- 
dors, and withal their Fleet, unto Achaia, offering thcum a 
perfed amity if they would aGzally joyn with them, but 

would not acquieſce in any Nextrality. Hereupon the States 
General were perplexed, they ſaw thoſe Naval Forces on 
their Coaſt which were able to vanquith them betore they 
could receive any affifiance trom Macedonizs3 the goodneſs 
of their Ports did but facilitate their Conqueſt, ſince the Ro- 
mays were Maſters at Sea. They mult either draw the War 
npon themſelves, who were not able to undergo it,or tranl- 
fcr it into Macedonia. Their Condition admitted of no 
middle Counlels, and of the Extreams the latter was the 
beſt. The miſcarriages of Philip in the beginning of the 
War, as to Condudt and Valowr, made them (ee which fide 
had the advantage of the other: and they had reaſon to 
confederate with thoſe who were then able to diſtreſs them, 
and would in the cnd bear away the Viffory. By preſerving 
their Country entire at preſent, and contributing onely a 


part of their {trength to the aid of the Romans, they ſhould 


{till be in a poſture conſiderable to mediate 3 time for a 
peace, and render other courtelies to the Macedonians, the 
depreſſing of whoſe paiſſance was becom their preſent Intereſt, 

aS it would be their future to re{cue it from wtter ruine. 
Hitherto the Counſels of Achaia {ſeemed prudential ; 
the Macedonians were reduced to their ancient Contines, all 
Greece was reſtored to its Priſtine Liberty 3 nothing accrued 
to the Romans by this War, but the Glory of having dcli- 
vercd Greece, and weakened the Realm of Macedonia that 
it was no longer formidable to its Neighbours, But the 
Romans had turther ends, and made uſe of that fecious Ge- 
acroſity onely to infinuate themelves into the affe&ion of 
the credulous Greeks, who neither underftood how hard 
a thing it was for a City to preſerve its Liberty after it hath 
recovered it , nor how it was impoſſible tor Greece to unite 
for the general Defence, when they were cantonized into (0 
many petty Republicks, The Acheans were become the 
molt #91ted gnd potent Republickin Greece z they had bows 
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erfully interceded for their Neighbours of Baeotia, and obli- 
ged the Romans to compole the general Aﬀairs of Greece by 
2 Peace with Philip. It behoved the Romans therefore by 
all artifices to divide and weaken the authority of that Re- 
pmblick, the which they effected in ſuch manner, that 
when Perſeus the Son of Philip had ſettled his Kingdom, 
accumulated great Riches, and diſciplined his Mil:tiz, and 
put himſelf into a condition to diſpute again the Fortunes 
of Greece, ſhould Rome attack itz the Acheans had nor 
the Reſolution to embrace his Friendſhip, and concur with 
thoſe of Rhodes, and others, to uphold the Liberty of 
Greece by an equal counterpoile of thoſe two Powers 3 but 
chuſe to adhere unto their League with the Romans, though 
after the ſubverſion of Perſexs, they mult be at the diſcreri- 
on of their Viftorzous Ally. Had the caſe been to be reſol- 
ved by the Modern Policies of Exrope, they had not fallen in- 
to this Error. For the Law of Nations is now reconciled 
to that of Nature, which knows no conſideration ſupertor 
to that of Self-preſervation : to preſerve the Neighbouring 
Powers equally ballanced, ?tis eſteemed lawful and wiſe to 
change Alliances, according as either lide declines. This 
hath been the conſtant practiſe of England, France, and 
Traly. How often do we find the Pope and Venetians to 
change fides during the Wars betwixt Francis the Firſt, 
and Charles the Fifth in Traly 2 Thus Lewis XII. and Maxi- 
mhian, and Ferdinand, together with Pope Fulius, combi- 
ned in the League of pie 4 to abate the growing Power 
of the Venetian Republick,, which ſeemed to aim at the 
Soveraignty of Ttaly: And afterwards Ferdinandand Fuli- 
i aſſociated with the Venetians and K. Henry VIIL to bal- 
lance the power of France, whole Victories in Millax and 
the Venetian Territories, created new fears in them. No 
ſooner had Charles the VII. by an zxcxpeGed Succeſs con- 
quered the Kingdom of Naples, but the Venerians, the 
D. of Millai, and all the /Potentates of Italy, (who had 
either accepted a Nextrality, or actually joyr'd in the afft- 
ſtance of Charles | grew jealous thexeat, and changed their 
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Counlcls, forming a Leagae to expcl the French out of [tz- 
ly, preferring the general refpet unto their Secwrity 
(though againlt a contederate Prince) bctore any obligation 
of Leagues and Promiſes. But the Acheans cither were too 
plain and ſimple to comprehend theſe things, or ot too ſtrid 
Fuſtice to admit the Suggcltion. They could not believe 
thoſe Maxims, That the Honour of Stateſmen ought to be 
ſpun out of courſe Cloth, That the Heroical Charaders of Ver- 
ze were onely to be found in the Diſcourſes of Philoſophers z, be- 
ing more ſpoken oft, than pradiſed, by the gexerous Roman. 
They had net met with thoſe Qracles which the Lawyers 
and Politicians ſuggeſted unto Queen Elizabeth upon ano- 
ther occalion, viz. © All Contrads with a Prince are #u#- 
<« derjtood to admit an interpretation of ſincere Fidelity 3 
* neither is a Prince bound by bis Contrad, when for juſt cauſe 
theContrad turneth to the Publick Detriment. The Peace is 
not broken, if a Prince go back from hs Contrad, when it 
« 5 done by accident of a new Caſe, or when the matter cometh 
* 20 anew Caſe, concerning which other proviſion would have 
« been made, if it had been thought upon. Leagues and Con- 
<< trafts of Princes ought not to be cavilled, neither ought to be 
<* obſerved to them that break Contrads. A Prince is not 
* bound to a Contra ſolemaly made in a cauſe reſpeting his 
« State, if it tend to the prejudice and detriment of. bis Sub- 
*< jects. Every Contradt, tbough ſworn, is underſtood it mat- 
© ters continue in the ſame ftate,but not if they be changed. A 
* man # bound mare ftrougly to the Commonwealth,than to his 
'5 own Promiſe.And out of the Authority of Sexeca, A wiſe 
* man doth not change his determination, all things continuing 
** whi-h were when he took it © therefore be never repenteth him 
©© becauſe no better thing at that time could be done, than was 
vb done, #0 better thing ordained than was ordained. The State- 
holder of Achaia had not ſuch of his Council as were of the 
Cabinet to Henry IV. when he violated his Faith given to 
Q-Elizabeth. A. D. 1598. There had been a Contrad made 
betwixt thoſe two Princes at Millan, A. D. 1 592. under 
their Hands and Scals, boxa fide, and in the word of Prin- 
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* ces, that with joynt forces they ſhould make a war offen- Candenhiſt, of 
five and defenſive againſt the Spaniard , as long as he QuFli3.29 an. 
© (hould make war with citherof them, and ſhould enter *''?*: 

© into no peace with him, without mutual conſent betwixt 

* them, and both of them to be comprehended in the 

© Peace. Theſame League was renewed betwixt themin 74. 101d , ad 
1596. and it was exprelly covenanted again, that xcither 49" *556- 
the King nor Queen ſhall treat of any Peace or Truce without 

the conſent of each other. The Datch were comprehended 

as Allyes in the ſame Leaguez yet Henry the tourth having. 

attained the Kingdom, diflipated thoſe of the Leagre, 

and reduced almott all places appertaining to the Crown 

under his obedience, he determined to treat alone with the 

Spaniard, and, if he might have the remaining Towns ſur- 

rendred up to him, to purchaſe thoſe advantages with 

eaſe, and toelſtabliſh the affairs of his Kingdom by infrin- 

ging bis royal word. The Dutch and Engliſh ſent their Em- 

bao to diſſwade him from thoſe purpoſes : Olden- 

barnevelt remonſtrated, That the Eſtates caſe was by Gods 

mercy, and the Queens favour and aſliſtance brought ty 

that paſs, that they had been able not only to defend them- c © 
ſclves, but alſo to aid Fraxce in her extremities. Then, {4 , 44 an, 
how earneſtly the French King had deſired the League of Hi Sr = 55 
offenfice and defence with them, which they had willingly *_ Ore 
contracted for the @xeen's lake, not once thinking that 

ſo great a King would ever have a thought of breaking the 

ſame League. —-'He appealed to the French Kings conſci- 

ence before God, whether it were honorable tor the King 

to ſeparate his cauſe From them, to whom He had joyned 

himſelf with ſo great obteſtations, when they had given no 

cauſe of ſeparation. He concluded ( after many reaſons 

why they could not embrace peace with the Spaniard) 

that ſome Kings to attain power, had neglefed Leagues, but 

for the moſt part witb ſad event. For the State of Kings, un- 

leſs it ſtand in fidelity cannot fubſiſt in power. Sir Robert 

Cecil put the King in mind with, what vows he had bound 


himſelf lately betore the Earl of Shrewsbury after the xa- 
E: tification 
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tification ot the League, and before, by many Lettcrs 

fipncd with his own hand. And he ſtuck not to afhrim that 

the Pcen had not offended at all againſt the Conditions 

of. the League ; yea that ſhe had pertormed more 3 but 

the King had obſerved nothing, and withall he drew torth 

the Inſtruments of the League. He allo modeſtly put Hin 

in mind that ſoine courſe might be taken, whereby thoſe 

4 prcat ſums of money tormerly lent , might be paid unto 

the Oween, who being now forſaken, had learned 209 Late, 
; | to provide more carefully tor her own State in time to - 
come, and not beſtow her Benchits on ill Deſervers. King 

Henry the Fourth dilmiſſed them with gentle A»ſwers, and 

acknowicdged the Qucens molt ample Benefits towards 

Ei. Hem, promiling that there was nothing which for her ſake 

F 2 he would not meſt affeionately do. But yet He concluded 

the Peace ( She and the Dutch being excluded ) and cxcu- 

cd himſelf in words to this effect : © Although the ©ucen 

5 bave begun a War againſt the Spaniard, and that with Ho- 

< our, and bath hitherto continued it with happy ſucceſs : 

* yet if ſhe will not enter into another manner of War, thc 

* Icffer Wealth mutt of neceflity at the length yield to the 

Henricus 3, © 8rcater. Por my part, though having been bred up in Arms, 

pacem fait m © Tam taken with the love of Wars above all others ; Tet ſce- 
neceſſitate ex- *inglam a King, and have People under my Govern- 
cſevite N'- © racent, there is a Conſcience to be made of expoſing my peo- 
hl G bdies- * ple to the fury of the Wars 3 audit werea foul fin, if #4 ar 
rip xprobra. © TEligious ambition I ſhould, to mine own detriment, 
une, boneſtiſ. © aud the detriment of my Confederates, rctule peace when 1t 
mas cond:tio- © is oftered, when it cannot be redeemed without Blood, and 
| a _ _— in : * groſly neglect the People committed unto me. | 
ont ſtar pe. I6© Whole Story 15 #00 long to be tranſcribed out ot 
40s Cambden. Grotizs,and Reidanus,&c. but it the Acheans hid 
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Warns «n- would think to be equitable , prudent, and conſonant to tbe 
bi 09S © Lawof Nations, or had for their Counſellors thoſe which un- 
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ks. ”y der{tood as much, Sully,Villeroy, and Fannin, they had never 


!ain ſo zgnominionſly under the power of the Romans. They 
Would 
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would have moved in that juture by fo flexible Mixims of State,that 
they could not have been fooled into their ruize by the Romans nor 
have bcen obxoxious to the inconſtancy, revenge, Or ambition of Per- 
ſeus R. of Macedonia. But they moving by ſuch Principles as their 
potent Allies did not admit of (except it were upon proſpect of greater 
advantages) the iſſue of their Jemeaneur hath left unto this Age a 
durable monumicnt of State-folly, and to the Virtwoſi a Noble and La- 
ciferow Experiment how to make Corinthian Braſs, whenlſoever there 
ſhall be another Achaia, another Corinth, and another Rome. 

I might adde to this Hiſtory of Achaiz, anothcr of Rhodes which 
was parallel thereunto : *twas brictly thus. The Commonwealth 
ot Rhodes being fituatcd in an Iſlzyd, had derived thoſe Advanta- 
ges from the frequent Troublcs and Revolutions of Greece to acquire 
a great Trade and Naval Strength : they were very expert in Neri- 
gation,and werc in a manner Lords of the Neighvouriag Seas. SC!) was 
their fame and priſſance, that the Laws of Oleron were never in [uch 
elteem as the maritime Conſtitutions of the Rhodians. When the great 
power of Antiochus in Afiz made them jealous leſt hc thould attempt 
upon their Liberty,or at leaſt deprive them of the Dominion of the Sea, 
they thought it Policy to combine with the remote Forces of Rome, 
to deprets the p»wer of their Neighbour. They convoyed the Romans 
mto 4fiz, they inſtructed them with the Sea-coafts, the Arts of Na- 
vigating and fiſhing at Sex, Before that time the Romans knew not 
how to manage a Sea-fight, they had Ships and Conrage, but under- 
ttood not the Arts and Stratagems of Sea fights. The Rhodians beat 
Hannibal in a Sea-fight. for them3 and when che indilcrction of 
the Roman Pretor had almoR ruined their Fleet at Myoncſivs, the Rhy- 
dians by their valoue and dexterity recovered the day. The Romans ne- 
ver atchieved any great Exploit at Sea without the aid ard allittance 
of the Rhodians \ but the Rhodiars gaincd ſundry Victories without 
them. The Romans rewarded their ſervices with the doxation of ſeve- 
rzl rich Territories, which were adjacent to them upon the Cortiente 
Bur when the power of Rome had ſetled it ſelf in Greece and Aſia, and 
that there was no connterpoiſe-for their Priſſance but Perſeus Or Mace- 
da : They began to ſuſpef their Great Alles, and admitted ct an Emz- 
baſty from Perſeus (ore of their Sexate did animate them to inter- 
poſe for Perſeus, and to declare War againſt thoſe that ſhould refuſe 4 


Peace 3 they ſhewed the exceſſive Greatneſs of Rome, their increale oi 
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Shipping and able Seamcn, the Ports, the Traffick, the Armies, the 41- 
liances which they had in the Neighbourhood: that the liberty, trade, 


and dominion of the Sea, which the Rhodians then cvjoyed, were in 
danger, and continued only by tie izdulgence of thoſe whom their Al- 


liance had madc too Great. Hereupon they did Ci{patch an Embaſſy to 
Rome, ſhewing that the Macedonian War would bring lo great an 


mterruption to their Commerce, that the Rhodians mutt have a regard. 
| t6 the Peace, and ſhould be pat upon New Debates about their proper 
Latcrcſt, in oppoſition to thoſe that rejefed their Mediation. The Senate 
"received this Mcflage with indignation, and Knowing that their 
- ſtrength atSea was become ſuch that they necded not the aſſiſtance or 


adviſe of the Rhodians,thcy immediatcly deprived them of all they 
held in the Terrafirma, and flighted all thcir ſublequent Applicati- 
ons and tenders of aid: When that Perſous was fubducd, theRhodians 
{cnt Embaſſadots to congratulate the Sexate tor the ſucceſszbut they 
were not received with the leaſt ſolemnity, but 1ntoxced to go in 


mourning from door to door, to beg the tavour of cach Sexator to- 


wards thcir poor Commonwealth, againft which the Romans were ſo 
incenſed., But no Prayers or Tears could prevail with their proud 
Ally : A War was decrccd againſt Rhodes, and their deſtrution re- 
ſolved upon. The Rhodzans vvere extreamly perplexed at this news: 
thoſe vvhich had adviſed them to interpole betwixt the Macedoni- 


_ ansand Romans, vvere torced to fly, or kill themſelves, or ſent Pri- 
ſoacrs to Rome: and if nothing vvould mitigate the anger of the 


Romans, they determined to imbark all their People, and fail to 
Rome, and therc proſtrate themſelves betore the Sexate, either to be 


abſolved or put to death, as they pleaſed. After great Submiſſion and 


Importunity, - their Embaſſadors prevailed to jtop the War. And 


x ' becauſe they had a&cd the Mediators, the Senate reſolved that the 


Rhodians ſhould neither be eſteemed Friends nor Enemies of Rome. 
They vvere reduced to the narrovy Confines of their ovvn Iſland, 


_ and their Trade fo impoveriſhed, that their Naval Strength and 


Povver declined therevvith, and the Romans managed the Domi-» 


- #2204 of the Sea, according to the Laws of Rhodes. 
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